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You've Decided it's Time for a Divorce

hen our clients make the final decision to end their marriage, they do so after long deliberation and
careful thought. It's a difficult, intensely painful decision, and we know it's not one you've made easily.

Having made the decision, it's time for you to start thinking about the logistics of actually pursuing your
divorce. There's no need to make any rash decisions- you want to be as informed as possible so that you can
make these important decisions intelligently, without regret.

At Split Simple, we've pioneered an uncontested divorce process that fits the needs of our clients. Still, there
are some steps you can take after making your decision that will make this process smoother and simpler.

Here's what you should do immediately after deciding to get a divorce:

* Keep calm. Do not let your emotions control you. Instead, it's important to see your divorce through the
lens of a business decision. This is vital advice at just about any point in the divorce. Don't engage in

petty vandalism or theft. Make sure all the communal property of your marriage is in good shape and
well-documented.

* Assemble as much financial documentation as you can. This includes tax returns, pay stubs, credit card
and bank statements, title and asset documentations, insurance policies — any relevant financial
documents. The more information everyone has, the easier the process will be.

= Research your legal options online. There are countless options when it comes to getting a divorce, and
some will be better or worse than others depending on your situation. We encourage you to explore and
use our website as a resource. You just might find Split
Simple offers the perfect balance between obtaining an
understanding of the legal issues in this life changing
event, but still achieving a significant cost savings
versus the traditional courtroom divorce process.

+ Begin preparing for your mediation session, if you've
decided to take the divorce mediation route over a
courtroom or litigated divorce. Prepare all of your
financial documentation, and compile a list of your
concerns, needs, and desires for and from the divorce
process.
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Common Myths About Divorce

D ivorce is a common phenomenon these days. Just about everybody knows someone who has been
affected by divorce, assuming they haven't already experienced it themselves. However, there are still a
number of misconceptions that affect people's attitudes about divorce, and may even convince a couple not
to go through with one, even when the marriage is clearly broken.

These are the misconceptions about divorce we see most often:

« The division of assets always has to be exactly 50/50. While an equitable division of assets is a principle
of Colorado divorce law, "equitable” doesn't always mean 50/50. There's leeway in devising an asset
division plan.

* Fault matters. When you live in a no-fault divorce state (such as Colorado), blame is irrelevant. With
certain rare exceptions, responsibility for the divorce will play no role in asset division, alimony, or other
issues.

* Retirement accounts must be liquidated. In fact,
you will not have to liquidate retirement accounts
accumulated in your name. It is possible to craft a
plan that allows the division of the retirement
account between spouses in a certain amount or
percentage without liquidating it or suffering
negative tax consequences.

-

* Divorce will hurt our children. There's no doubt that
divorce is hard on kids. However, studies have shown
that many children are better off with two separated
but loving parents instead of a household with two
married parents but a toxic atmosphere.

* A courtroom divorce is the only way to protect myself. Many people reject mediation because they feel it
won't protect their rights. On the contrary, an objective, disinterested attorney-mediator will ensure you
have a chance to make your voice heard while all parties work out a settlement.
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Do-It-Yourself Divorce

Most states, including Colorado, allow people to obtain and fill out the necessary paperwork to
file for divorce. While this may sound simple, the reality is that divorce can be very complicated,
— e  bothlegallyand financially,and it is all too easy to make mistakes in the process — mistakes

_/ that can have irreversible unintended consequences.

Litigated Divorce

Litigated divorce is the most common, but typically the most expensive and lengthy as well.
Sometimes a litigated divorce is absolutely necessary, when two spouses cannot and will not

/ - communicate or compromise. For the majority of reasonable people seeking to end a marriage
quickly and amicably, litigated divorce should be considered a last resort.

Collaborative Divorce

Collaborative divorce involves attorneys, but both parties must agree to the final divorce
m rgsulutiﬂn. The atF{J’rr]eyrs represent each partyr,r resgectively, in facilitating all F'f the terms {Jrf the
—  divorce and the division of assets. A collaborative divorce can take a substantial length of time
to complete, and the financial and emotional costs can still be significant.

Divorce Mediation
Mediation is the lesser-known, non-adversarial means of divorce. Divorce mediation is a
X L cost-effective, time-saving way for two reasonable people to amicably end their marriage. The
Mo W | hrocess involves a neutral, third-party attorney-mediator, and typically no additional attorneys
_/ representing one spouse or the other are present.

When Is Divorce Mediation the Right Choice?

You should seriously consider divorce mediation over the other avenues of divorce if you:

« Want to avoid a costly traditional divorce process in which attorneys charge by the hour and the total
price can be opaque

« Want help with the financial matters associated with divorce

« Want assistance in child care and custody issues, as well as crafting a parenting plan

« Seethe advantage of an experienced attorney-mediator who works for and with both parties during
the divorce

« Wish to resolve the divorce quickly and amicably and then move on with your life
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